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BAUCUS
SPEECH BY SENATOR MAXBAUCUS
BEFORE THE
MISSOULA EXCHANGE CLUB
ON
WOOD SMOKE POLLUTION
MISSOULA, MONTANA
JANUARY 19, 1984
GOOD AFTERNOON.,
I WOULD LIKE TO THANK FRED GERLACH AND THE EXCHANGE
CLUB FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK HERE TODAY ABOUT A SERIOUS
PROBLEM HERE IN MISSOULA: AIR POLLUTION FROM WOOD SMOKE.
MORE AND MORE OF YOU HAVE TURNED TO BURNING WOOD AS A
WAY TO REDUCE THE HIGH COST OF HEATING YOUR HOMES. UNFORTUNATELY,
WHAT IS GOING UP AS WOOD SMOKE IS COMING DOWN AS POLLUTION THAT
WOULD BE A SERIOUS HEALTH HAZARD.
I AM ENCOURAGED THAT MISSOULIANS HAVE SHOWN A WILLINGNESS
TO ADDRESS THIS PROBLEM. I BELIEVE THE NEXT STEP IS TO GET THE
FEDERAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN
HELPING SOLVE THE PROBLEM.
FOR THIS REASON, I BROUGHT JOE CANNON, ASSISTANT
ADMINISTRATOR AT THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, HERE TODAY
TO EXPERIENCE FIRST-HAND WHAT A WINTER DAY IN MISSOULA IS LIKE.
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RESEARCH NEEDED
I BELIEVE SOLVING THE WOOD SMOKE POLLUTION PROBLEM
WILL REQUIRE ACTION ON TWO FRONTS:
* FIRST, WE NEED BETTER INFORMATION ON THE HEALTH
EFFECTS OF WOOD SMOKE POLLUTION;
* SECOND. WE NEED MORE INFORMATION ON WHAT TYPES OF
TECHNOLOGY WOULD BEST CONTROL WOOD SMOKE EMISSIONS,
S0ME INDEPENDENT STUDIES HAVE FOUND THAT .WOOD STOVE
EMISSIONS CONTAIN KNOWN AND SUSPECTED CANCER-CAUSING AGENTS AND
ARE HARMFUL TO THE LUNGS OF CHILDREN AND SOME ADULTS.
BUT-. AS YET, VERY LITTLE RESEARCH HAS BEEN DONE BY
EPA AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL ON THE HEALTH EFFECTS.
EPA HAS ALSO NOT CONDUCTED THE NECESSARY RESEARCH TO
TEST THE EFFECTIVENESS OF VARIOUS WOOD SMOKE CONTROL TECHNOLOGY.
FINDING WAYS THAT MANUFACTURERS CAN IMPROVE THE DESIGN
OF NEW WOOD STOVES IS ONE WAY TO SOLVE THE WOOD SMOKE PROBLEM,
BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY, WE NEED TO FIND WAYS TO MODIFY
EXISTING WOOD STOVES TO MAKE THEM BURN CLEANER.
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BAUCUS LEGISLATION
Two YEARS AGO, I SPONSORED AN AMENDMENT TO THE CLEAN
AIR ACT THAT WOULD HAVE REQUIRED THE EPA TO STUDY WOOD SMOKE
POLLUTION AND DEVELOP POSSIBLE WAYS TO PREVENT THE PROBLEM.
THIS AMENDMENT HAS BEEN INCLUDED IN THE CLEAN AIR ACT LEGISLATION
CURRENTLY BEFORE THE SENATE ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS
COMMITTEE. THE COMMITTEE HAS SCHEDULED HEARINGS TO CONSIDER THIS
BILL LATER THIS YEAR.
I ALSO RECENTLY INTRODUCED A HAZARDOUS AIR POLLUTANT
BILL TO SPEED UP DECISION MAKING AT EPA ON THE CLASSIFYING
OF CHEMICALS AS HAZARDOUS AIR POLLUTANTS.
ONE OF THE CHEMICALS IDENTIFIED IN THE BILL IS
POLY-CYCLIC ORGANICS, A BY-PRODUCT OF WOOD SMOKE. THE BILL
WOULD REQUIRE EPA TO DECIDE WHETHER OR NOT THIS CHEMICAL IS A
SIGNIFICANT HAZARDOUS AIR POLLUTANT.
MISSOULA-EPA PARTNERSHIP
I HOPE THAT EPA WILL NOT WAIT FOR CONGRESS TO ACT.
EPA ALREADY HAS THE AUTHORITY TO BEGIN IMMEDIATELY TO ADDRESS
THE WOOD SMOKE PROBLEM.
AND I BELIEVE MISSOULA CAN HELP.
I WOULD LIKE TO PROPOSE THAT EPA AND MISSOULA WORK
TOGETHER TO FIND A SOLUTION TO THE WOOD SMOKE PROBLEM,
EPA COULD USE MISSOULA AS A CASE STUDY TO INVESTIGATE
HEALTH-RELATED CONCERNS AND TO TEST THE EFFECTIVENESS OF.
VARIOUS.EMISSION -CONTROL DEVICES.
MISSOULA WOULD ALSO BE AN IDEAL MONITORING SITE FOR
EPA TO CONDUCT RESEARCH ON SMALLER-SIZE PARTICULATES.
EPA HAS BEGUN DEVELOPING AIR QUALITY STANDARDS TO
REGULATE SMALLER-SIZE PARTICULATES, AND PARTICULATES FROM WOOD
SMOKE FALL INTO THIS CATEGORY,
I BELIEVE THAT IF EPA AND MISSOULA WORK TOGETHER,
WE CAN FIND AN ACCEPTABLE AND EFFECTIVE SOLUTION TO THE WOOD
SMOKE PROBLEM.
CONCLUSION
I COMMEND MISSOULA FOR TAKING POSITIVE STEPS TO
CONFRONT THE WOOD SMOKE PROBLEM.
SOLVING THIS PROBLEM WILL NOT ONLY CLEAN UP THE AIR,
BUT PROVIDE WOOD BURNERS WITH A MORE EFFICIENT WAY TO HEAT THEIR
HOMES.
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I HOPE THAT JOE CANNON LEAVES MISSOULA TODAY KNOWING
THAT MISSOULIANS ARE COMMITTED TO SOLVING THE WOOD SMOKE
PROBLEM AND THAT WE NEED THE HELP OF EPA TO SUCCEED.
THANK YOU.
(
